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I’ve worked for interactive marketing
agencies for more than 15 years, so
planning the expansion of IHN of Greater
Worcester’s internet presence is not as
daunting as it sounds. Internet usage
statistics confirm why it’s a worthwhile
effort: 75% of American households are
on-line and 80% of those Americans
consume their news and information on-
line on a daily basis! Personally, I will go
as far as to say that the majority of my
colleagues and friends spend more of
their free time on-line than in front of the
TV. In response - IHN of Greater
Worcester will be rolling out our plan to
strengthen our on-line presence for 2010
and beyond.

Building a strong internet presence
introduces endless new opportunities to
hook into on-line giving platforms for
fund-raising & auctions, launch quick
campaign communications, bolster
volunteer recruitment activities, and
increase overall awareness of our non-
profit via online social networks. The
internet enables us to reach new
audiences and constituencies in the

timeliest manner possible - REAL TIME,
and it allows us to engage with our
supporters via continuous passive and
assertive outreach.

Keep an eye out for IHN of Greater
Worcester on Facebook, Twitter ,
SlideShare, and LinkedIN AND look for
an IHN DONATE button near you!

Statistics garnered from 2009 US Census Bureau National Data Book

OUR NETWORK

EXPANDING ON THE WEB

Acetaminophen for infants & children

Tissues

Disinfectant spray/wipes

Hand sanitizer

Socks for women and children

Thank you, please contact Joanne at
508-798-6732

WISH LIST
THE BIG PICTURE

DID YOU KNOW Dave Farabaugh, Advisory Committee, Speakers Bureau

In the U.S.

• Approximately 3.5 million people, 1.35
million being children, are likely to
experience homelessness in a given
year

• Among the industrial nations, the U.S.
has the largest number of homeless
families

• Not since the Great Depression have
so many families been without homes

• 2009 Federal Poverty Level is $22,050
for a family of 4; on average families
need income twice as high to meet
basic needs

• There’s no community in the U.S.
where a full-time minimum wage
worker can afford a market rate 1
bedroom apartment

• Average age of a homeless person: 9
years old

• 30% of homeless are employed

FINANCIAL REPORT

SEARCH YOUR HEARTS
Stacey Sicurella, Advisory Committee, Marketing

• Largest single barrier to reducing
homelessness: lack of permanent
affordable housing

• From 2000 to 2007 the number of poor
people grew by 7 million

• In 2008 39.2 million people were in
poverty, up from 37.3 million in 2007

In  Massachusetts

• 52% of homeless are families, nat’l
average is 34%

• 100,000 children are homeless in a
year

• Emergency shelter for a family in a MA
state funded shelter costs $3000/
month; average stay: 7 months

• 2623 families are currently in state-
funded shelters (02/09)

• Fair Market Rent for a 2-bedroom
apartment: $1194

• 5th least affordable state in U.S.A. for
housing

The IHN Advisory Board was able to close
out our fiscal year-end, June 2009 on a
positive note, with a net income in the
black of $10,945.70.  We are however,
entering into the Holiday Season with a
rather bleak financial situation. The board
has been working diligently to improve
our bottom line with various fund-raising
events on the horizon. But unfortunately,
we are currently forecasting a potential
$20,000 to $25,000 deficit by the end of
2009.

As we proceed into the
advent season, we would
like to ask you to consider
making a contribution to
IHN to help us reduce our
deficit. If you are unable to
make a financial
contribution, we ask you to
keep the IHN program in
your daily prayers that we
may find our way through

these difficult times.

The board thanks you for your continued
support, and assures you that we are
committed to work together to overcome
these challenges.

Jan Rauktis, Treasurer

Sharing your bread with the hungry,

sheltering the oppressed and the homeless;

Clothing the naked when you see them, and

not turning your back on your own. Then your

light shall break forth like the dawn, and

your wound shall quickly be healed; Your

vindication shall go before you, and the glory

of the Lord shall be your rear guide. Then

you shall call, and the Lord will answer, you

shall call for help, and he will say ‘ Here I

am!’ If you remove from your midst

oppression, false accusation and malicious

speech; If  you bestow your bread on the hungry and

satisfy the afflicted; Then light shall rise for you in

the darkness, and the gloom shall become for you

like midday  - Isaiah 58: 7--10

 

Happy Holidays

to All and to All

A Snugly Good

Night!

 

 



FROM THE INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK OF 
GREATER WORCESTER… 

 
Happy Hanukah! 
Merry Christmas! 

And a Joyous New year! 
 
We sincerely thank you for your support and prayers all year long as we together make a difference in the 
lives of families in Worcester County! May you feel the blessing of faith and family as you celebrate the holy 
days of your traditions this time of year and all year long! 
 
As you make decisions about your end-of-year giving, we hope that you will consider making a tax 
deductible donation to the Interfaith Hospitality Network of Greater Worcester. We have enclosed a 
self-addressed envelope to make contributing easy. (Checks can be made out to “IHN Worcester”). 
 
As the artwork created by Wendell on this card illustrates, his dream of a safe home and the normal joys of 
childhood – snowmen, sledding, giant pigs (smile!) – we work, hope and pray for the health and well-being 
of Worcester County’s most vulnerable residents. Thank you for your generous gift towards making this 
dream a reality - one family at a time  - through the work of  the Interfaith Hospitality Network of Greater 
Worcester. We literally can’t do it without you!  
 

 
 

Best Wishes from your Friends at 
the IHN of Greater Worcester! 

http://www.ihnworcester.org/images/Winter scene-med.jpg�


The Interfaith Hospitality Network is an organization that unites the

religious community in an effort to serve and nurture families who are

homeless regardless of income and family structure. Thirty-one

congregations, many with assistance from additional congregations,

provide meals, shelter and hospitality. Families receive individualized

advocacy for housing, employment, and financial issues at the IHN day

center. Massachusetts is the 5th least affordable state in the country for

housing and about 20,000 children live in emergency shelters each year.

Greater Worcester’s IHN has helped 248 families, a total of  735

individuals, since its formation in 1997. IHN makes a difference!

 

114 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608

Phone: 508-798-6732

FAX: 508-798-8286

www.ihnworcester.org

Where people of  faith work together

to support families who are homeless

throughout the greater Worcester area.

 

Where people of  faith work together

to support homeless families

throughout the greater Worcester area.

Newsletter

The IHN newsletter continues to be made possible by

the spirit of a Common Mission:

Contributing Reporters: Joanne Alley, Jan

Gregory-Charpentier, David Farabaugh,

Robert Kovacs, Jan Rauktis & Stacey

Sicurella

Phil Holman, President and owner of Four Star

Connections, Inc., Hudson: printing and mailing

Janet Kirwan Madison, Publisher

Thank you!

 

TO:

 




